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A Working Philosophy 


In speaking today on A 
Working Philosophy, we all are 
aware, I am sure, of the 
numerous philosophies avail- 
able to us in our world today. 
Whatever your search takes 
you into, we must always 
remember, no philosophy pre- 
sented at any time can work 
for us unless we work with it. 
All philosophies available to us 
today have the essence and the 
grain of truth within them. 
Many of them reveal some of 
the demonstrable laws of life, 
that once applied, can work 
for us harmoniously as we 
work with them to improve 
our lives, to bring about a 
more abundant and joyous 
good into our experiences. 

It seems that in the study 
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of philosophies and the prac- 
tice of religions that we often 
falter on the path when we 


... No philosophy presented 
at any time can work for us 
unless we work with it. 


meet the strong desires of our 
mind and they are contrary to 
the way that we are trying to 
go. A house divided, meaning 
oneself, cannot stand. Not un- 
til we make the effort to bring 
unity through harmony into 
our minds can be move for- 
ward peacefully and joyously. 
In spite of our own desires, 
change, through which the law 
of evolution is made possible, 
is ever with us. Whatever our 
thoughts of the moment are, 
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they are in a process of evolu- 
tion; they are in a process of 
change. If we will only make 
the effort frequently to re- 
member whatever your desires, 
and thoughts, and feelings, 
are, they are growing, they are 
evolving, they are changing. A 
philosophy of today must be 
a growing, changing, evolving 
philosophy or it will falter and 
die because that is the way of 
evolution. 

Working with the human 
mind, our own mind, and be- 
coming aware, becoming 
aware that all of our experi- 
ences are effects. That so 
often when we_ encounter 
what our conscious mind con- 
siders to be a new experience, 
that so-called new experience 
is ever subject to the judg- 
ments, the denials, and the 
acceptances of similiar past ex- 
periences. It|issaid that there 
is nothing new under the sun, 
and indeed there is not. When 
we understand that we are on 
a path of evolution, that our 
life experience did not begin 
with the earth planet and will 
not end with the earth planet; 
when we look at the eternal 
moment of now, ever pulled 
by the magnetic and emotion- 
al pull of the past experience, 
ever driven forward by that 
divine discontent which is 
absolutely indispensible to the 
evolution in creation — no 


matter what it is that we be- 
come involved with, the 
eternal search is never filled as 
long as we have an awareness 
of creation, as long as we have 
an individualized soul, as long 
as we have a mind to think — 
the search will never end be- 
cause the search did not begin 
in creation. The search is not 
subject to the beginnings and 


Not until we make the 
effort to bring unity 
through harmony into our 
minds can we move forward 
peacefully and joyously. 


endings of forms and thoughts. 
It is this eternity that rises up 
in our consciousness, that is 
what drives up ever upward 
and ever onward. We can move 
with this evolutionary process 
in a harmonious, peaceful, and 
joyous way, or we can fight, 
and we can “‘buck the tides” 
of creation. 

This philosophy does not 
teach a passive attitude to- 
ward creation, it teaches a 
harmonious understanding, 
and a movement’ through 
creation. We, our eternal 
being, has earned in its evolu- 
tion a mind, a form, a body 
through which to express it- 
self. Our difficulties begin 
when we forget that the mind 
that we have earned in evolu- 
tion is a constant process of 
(continued page 5) 3 


The Wanderer approaches one of the gates of Hell. 


A WANDERER 


in the 


SPIRIT LANDS 


by Franchezzo 


CHAPTER XIX. 


THROUGH THE WALL OF FIRE 


Continued from last issue— 
This is the City of Cruelty, 
and those who reign here do 
so by virtue of their very ex- 
cess of that vice. The wretched 
spirits to whom these eyes be- 
long, with their degraded, 
stunted soul germs still im- 
prisoned in their mutilated 
bodies, are at this moment 
wandering through the deso- 
lation of this land, or laboring 
as helpless slaves for their 
spirit tyrants, deprived even of 
the limited power of sight 
possessed by others in their 
dreary land; while between the 
eyes and their owners there 
yet exists a connecting link of 
magnetism which will keep 
them living and animated by a 
reflected life till the soul germ 
shall cast off its present en- 
velope and rise to a higher 
state of life.” 

While we were studying 
this horrible gateway the cur- 
4 


tain of living eyes was drawn 
aside, and two strange dark 
beings, half human and half 
animal, came out, and we took 
the chance to pass in un- 
noticed by the guardian of the 
gate, a gigantic and horrible 
creature, misshapen and dis- 
torted in every limb so that 
the worst ogre of fable could 
scarcely convey to mortal 
mind a picture of him. He 
sprang out with a frightful 
laugh and horrible language 
upon the two poor trembling 
spirits who fled from him in 
most abject terror, but neither 
he nor they seemed able to 
perceive us. 

““Are these beings soul- 
less?’’ I asked, pointing to the 
poor frightened spirits. ‘“Were 
they ever on earth?” 

“Yes, most certainly, but 
of a very low type of savages, 
scarcely above the wild beasts, 
and quite as cruel, hence the 
(continued page 30) 
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continued from page 3 

change — the form is in a pro- 
cess of change. And when we 
become objective in our think- 
ing then we can see clearly, 
and beyond a shadow of any 
doubt, that our experience of 
the moment is an effect, that 
it changes when we choose to 
change our thought. Our 
thought in this earthly realm is 
the most important vehicle 
through which our eternal 
being is expressing. Our physi- 
cal world is the effect of this 
mental vibration or thought. 
Now our thought, we all like 
to believe, is what we are con- 
stantly, consciously choosing. 
But upon thorough analysis, 
we quickly learn that it is not 
any longer what we are con- 
sciously choosing — it is what 
we have chosen yesteryear. We 
are controlled by the patterns 
of our mind, the ones that are 
the strongest. Those patterns 
of our mind have taken years 
to become firmly established 
within our consciousness. How 
does man then free himself 
from all of the dictates, and all 
of the judgments of yester- 
year? It is when we think of 
self that we become the 
victims of past experience — 
when we think of self, the 
throne of judgement, with all 
of its negative effects, with all 
of its prejudices and discrimi- 
nations, rises up and takes 


control. We are free in the 
moment of our choice to be 
free, but we cannot be free un- 
til we choose the freedom of 
objectivity, to become objec- 
tive and not controlled by 
those patterns. 

You see, my friends, a 
thought never dies — it only 
goes to sleep. Why does it not 
die? Because thought, the 
principle of thought, is not 
something that had a begin- 
ning; it is not something that 
has an ending. Now its form 
and its effect has its beginning 
and ending within our con- 
sciousness, but the principle of 
thought is something that is as 
eternal as the spirit itself. Its 
expression, as I said, begins 
and ends. 


This philosophy does not 
teach a passive attitude 
toward creation, it teaches a 
harmonious understanding, 
and a movement through 
creation. 


So we want to be free 
from these chains that bind 
us to yesterday. We want to be 
free that we may have a more 
abundant, a happier, a more 
joyful experience today. Then 
I assure you, my friends, as 
every great philosophy 
throughout the ages _ has 
taught, free yourself from self. 
For example: when you are 

(continued page 7) 5 
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“IT enjoyed’ sharing’ the 
Serenity vibrations. The read- 
ing really hit a mark, and the 
brunch is delicious! Would like 
to retum with my husband 
and son. Thanks.” — B.Z. 


* OK OK OK OK 


“A fine presentation — direct, 
clear, concise.” 


KKK KK 


“Loved and enjoyed every 
minute of this moming.” V.K. 


* RK KK 


“It was very helpful the 
message I received and I love 
the piano playing.” —R. D. 


* KK OK * 

“My second visit — most 
enjoyable and uplifting. Thank 
you.” — C.J. 


6 


“The healing and messages are 
very helpful.” 


OK OK KK 


“JT enjoyed what was said and 
I think I understand it. I just 
have never been in a church 
like this and it didn’t feel 
quite the same. (More 
informal, but nice)’—D.A.T. 


* OK KOK * 


“TI enjoyed your services and 
will be a back when I’m in the 
area again. I leave with a nice 
feeling. Thank you.” — G.W. 


* OK KK * 


‘When I first walked in I was 
overwhelmed by the power in 
the room it brought me to 
tears. The speeches were a 
reminder and clarification of 
some things I need to focus 
my attention on. I have never 
been here before, I noticed the 
formality. I felt the energy at 
the healing. Thank you for the 
experience. God bless.’ 


A WORKING PHILOSOPHY 


continued from page 5 

thinking of you, you are con- 
trolled by every experience of 
yesterday that you, as you, 
has associated with. For ex- 
ample: when you want to get 
a new car, or you want to go 
on a journey, or you want to 
fulfill some other desire of 
your mind, if you are think- 
ing of you, then all of the 
limitations, all of the judg- 
ments, all of the prejudices, all 
of the denials, they rise up and 
take control of your thought, 
your act, and your activity. To 
begin any endeavor in life with 
the thought of self, is to 
guarantee the continuity of 
yesterday’s experiences. If we 
have gone into business or 
some profession in our life, 
and we choose to make a 
change, in that choosing, if we 
think of self, we will only re- 
peat the experiences that we 
have already had. Oh, they 
will take a different form, we 
will meet different people, we 
will have what appears to be 
different experiences, but 
when we look with the light of 
reason and common sense we 
will see, though the people are 
new, though the experiences 
appear to be new, it’s the same 
old thing all over again. 

Many times in our lives, 
many people, starting off with 
a burning desire to be success- 
ful in something, they choose 


a business, or something else, 
and they seem to be coming 
successful, but then something 
happens, and failure — which 
is success, the negative effect 
of success — failure takes hold 
in their life. And so they walk 
away from that negative suc- 
cess, and they feel badly fora 


We are free in the moment 
of our choice to be free, 
but we cannot be free until 
we choose the freedom of 
objectivity. . . 


time, and they attract into 
their life another endeavor and 
they are going to try again. Be- 
cause they have not freed 
themself from the thought of 
“T,”? from the limited compu- 
ter of yesterday’s experiences 
— the law fulfills itself and 
there is a repetition of the 
negative success — another 
failure. As the experiences 
continue, and failure follows 
failure, the mind becomes 
firmly established in the belief 
that in that particular area of 
their life they are a guaranteed 
failure. That very belief be- 
comes the king of their world. 
And so, no matter what one 
says, no matter how hard 
someone may try to help, that 
created form of negative suc- 
cess becomes their god in the 
mental realms of experience. 
But in our lives, because of 
(continued page 9) id 


Davis describes the ‘Isle of Akropanamede”’ and temple Aggameda. 


Cur Heavent 
ur” CaAvVEN Y Ome 


by Andrew Jackson Davis 


REALITY OF LIFE IN THE SUMMERLAND 


Continued from last issue— 

But inasmuch as the Order of 
Masons and Christian scholars 
have figured out the shape and 
size of the ancient King’s 
temple; also as some have 
given us the dimensions of 
Noah’s Ark, etc., the thought 
occurred to me one day to ask 
my friend Loomis, a mathe- 
matician, to kindly favour me 
with a calculation of the Isle 
and the Temple, on the basis 
of the (to me) vague and com- 
plicated description imparted 
by the communicator. And 
the following is the result of 
his calculations: The temple 
has twenty-one wings, and in 
each wing seven mansions, 
making a total of one hundred 
and forty-seven. From this 
estimate it is shown that of 
domes and avenues, including 
central figures, there are 
twenty-one thousand six hun- 
8 


dred and nine; the number of 
square furlongs covered by the 
entire templed structure, is 
four hundred and fifty-three 
thousand seven hundred and 
eighty-nine; and the dimen- 
sions of the vast Isle itself, in 
English square miles, are nine 
billion seven hundred and five 
million nine hundred and 
twenty-nine thousand and five 
hundred and one; and the 
numbers of men, women and 
children composing that noble 
Brotherhood, are one billion 
three hundred and eighty-six 
millions five hundred and 
sixty thousand seven hundred 
and eighty-six. 

In regard to these figures, 
my friend in a note says: “I 
hand you these computations 
about the Isle of Akropana- 
mede, which I think are nearly 
correct, although they may be 
considered more curious than 
(continued page 26) 
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continued from page 7 

the divine eternal principle of 
search — and we are constant- 
ly searching, we don’t all 
know for what we are search- 
ing, but we are searching — 
that principle in our world is a 
beautiful daily demonstration. 
Look at the department stores 
and look at the things avail- 
able for sale in our material 
world. If man wasn’t searching, 
the manufacturers would not 
produce so many trinkets for 
us to find. But they know that 
principle, of course, in 
business. And so regardless of 
what the masses think about 
economy, the purchasing, the 
searching keeps going on. And 
we search and search and 
search. 


To begin any endeavor 
in life with the thought 
of self, is to guarantee 
the continuity of yesterday's 
experiences. 


Now it may seem that pur- 
chasing of objects to fulfill 
our desires is not a search, but 
that is not true. It is simply 
that that principle, that eter- 
nal principle of searching, is 
expressing in that particular 
way. I have often said in over 
38 years of this work that man 
does not need to concern him- 
self with being psychic, or me- 
diumistic; he doesn’t need to 


concern himself with the prin- 
ciple of prophesy, all he needs 
to do is to pause and think, 
because if he will pause and 
think, he will observe. And if 
he will observe objectively, he 
will know what is going to 
happen for he will see the in- 
evitable demonstrable laws of 


You can tell what a person 
is going to do when you make 
the effort to know what you 
are going to do for we are 
inseparably a part of one 
united whole, of one 
consciousness. 


life working constantly. You 
can tell what a person is going 
to do when you make the 
effort to know what you are 
going to do for we are insepar- 
ably a part of one united 
whole, of one consciousness. 
When we know ourself, then 
we know the world and every- 
thing that is in it. But first we 
must ‘make some effort, daily 
effort, to know ourself. To 
know why in one moment we 
desire one thing, and in a few 
moments later, we reject the 
very thing that we desire. Why 
do we desire and then reject 
what we desire? Because we 
have censored desire. We have 
censored what is known as the 
Divine Expression — for that, 
the principle of desire, that is 
what it is. We have censored it 
(continued page 11) 9 


Thank you, God, for your 


The Living Light philoso- 
phy teaches to ‘be the ob- 
server and not the observed” 
—which means to be at peace 
with oneself, to have an ac- 
ceptance of oneself and of 
others’ rights of expression. 
“Observing” permits one to be 
unaffected by the ups and 
downs in levels of expression 
in other people and experi- 
ences around us. For when we 
have acceptance of ourselves, 
we view ourselves in others 
and although we are reminded 
by others of that level within 
us, we can choose not to 
identify with it. For example: 
when we view a_ television 
show presenting an emotional 
trauma between characters, we 
can objectively view it, recog- 
nizing and accepting those 
same levels within ourselves, 
or we can become all en- 
meshed in the characters’ roles 


&) 
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infinite variety of expression. 


and their emotions by identify- 
ing with them. However, when 
we so identify, we pay the 
price of suffering their same 
emotional trauma. 

When we _ view others’ 
levels, whether it be in a 
television show, a movie, or an 
actual experience, we do have 
a choice. We can be an ob- 
server, remaining in our own 
level, observing but detached 
from the emotional trauma of 
others, or we can identify with 
others’ levels, and experience 
the same trauma. Each time 
we allow ourselves to be trap- 
ped into experiencing the 
levels of another by identify- 
ing with them, we sell-out our 
divine right to happiness, to 
peace, and harmony in our 
life. We do have free choice to 
“be the observer and not the 
observed.”’ 


Menediction 


May we accept personal 
responsibility for all our 
10 


thoughts, feelingsandactivities. 
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continued from page 9 
by our own judgments. We 
have limited it. So whenever 
we have a desire, and as long 
as we are in self we will desire 
constantly — as long as we 
have a desire, we are con- 
stantly censoring it. So what 
happens to all of this Divine 
Expression that wells up with- 
in our consciousness? It rises 
up, all of the judgments of 
past experiences rise up, and 
we push the desire back down 
— we suppress it. Day after 
day, and year after year, we 
suppress all of these multi- 
tudes of desires until we 
begin to experience what the 
psychologists call frustration. 
It has been said by many 


that we live in a very frustrat- 


ed society. The teaching of 


License simply means to 
do what you want to do 
when you want to do it, how 
you want to do it, without 
any concern for the effect, 
or anyone else. 


freedom and liberty is not the 
teaching of license. License 
simply means to do what you 
want to do, when you want to 
do it, how you want to do it, 
without any concern for the 
effect, or anyone else. That is 
license. And when we are in 
license, we are not considering 
our whole being. We are only 


considering a limited, momen- 
tary desire. But when there is 
law with desire, the light of 
reason shines. We can look 
clearly inside, we can see our 
patterns of mind, and we 
know beyond a shadow of any 
doubt, not only what it is we 
desire, but why we desire it. 
That is what is so important 
to all of us. To desire is the 
way of things — to know why 
we desire, why we express the 
divine principle in a particular 
way—that is what is important 
in life. 

To find the cause of any- 
thing is the first step and 
guarantee of its own cure. 
Why should we limit this great 
power that is flowing through 
us? We only limit it by an 


To desire is the way of 
things — to know why we 
desire, why we express the 

divine principle ina 
particular way — that is what 
is important in life. 


error in our thought. But, it is 
our thought, it is our error, 
and we can change it. It is said 
that man is the effect of his 
own beliefs, and how very true 
that is. Why should we believe 
in poverty and destitution, 
why should we believe in lack 
and limitation when we have 
been given the divine power to 
believe in the goodness and 
(continued page 13) 11 
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The Living Light philoso- 
phy teaches that the purpose 
of life is ‘“‘the pain to grow and 
willingness to strife.”’ The Wiz, 
a musical motion picture, 
demonstrates this philosophy. 
In this version of The Wizard 
of Oz, Dorothy, a young girl 
living in a ghetto of a large 
city, afraid to change her job 
and home, suddenly finds 
herself and her pet dog 
“Toto” in the fantasy world 
of Oz. As in the original 
version, Dorothy’s search for 
home, the scarecrow’s search 
for brains, the tin man’s search 
for a heart, and lion’s search 
for courage, lead the seekers 
onto the path of the yellow 
brick road. 

On the yellow brick road, 
which can be compared to life, 
the group encountered painful 
experiences, all of which re- 
quired that they use the very 
things they were seeking from 
the ‘Wiz.’ In these experi- 
ences, the scarecrow had to 
use his brains, the tin man his 
feelings, and the lion his 
12 
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courage. Painful as the experi- 
ences were for them, they 
demonstrated the ‘“‘willingness 
to strife,’ and by going 
through these experiences 
they used the very things they 
were looking for outside of 
themselves. The group was dis- 
appointed when they finally 
met the ‘Wiz’ who could not 
give them what they were 
searching for. In despair, the 
group decided they must free 
themselves from a repetition 
of their yellow-brick-road ex- 
periences, so they bravely but 
fearfully faced the Wicked 
Witch of the North, which 
could be compared to the 
negative aspects of life. It was 
through this encournter with 
the Wicked Witch that the 
group stood up for rightness 
and good, and through this 
experience found not only 
their own freedom, but also 
freedom for the subjects of 
the Wicked Witch. 

It was through their ex- 
periences, and their willingness 
to go through them, that they 
realized that what they were 
searching for outside them- 
selves, they already had, inside 
themselves, and that no one, 
including the Wiz, could give 
them what they desired. They 
had to find it within themselves; 
(continued page 38) 
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continued from page 11 
the abundance of everything? 

You see, my friends, a 
working philosophy is what 
you apply — and you can only 
apply it when you believe it. 
And how does man believe 
something? How does man 
believe a seeming new experi- 
ence in his life? That depends 
on how free he is from self, 
how free he is from all of 
those patterns and experiences 
of yesterday. 

In our world it appears 
that many have turned their 
back on religion — that many 
have turned away from the 
philosophies of old. But we 
must ask, if we have tumed 
away, did we ever apply, did 
we ever really believe? Because 
if we didn’t apply, and we 
didn’t believe, we couldn’t ex- 
perience what was there for us 
to experience. 

The human ego serves a 
beautiful constructive purpose 
when the light of reason is in 
control of it. For without the 
drive of the human ego there 
would not be progress, change, 
and evolution in this world of 
creation. Therefore, because it 
was designed to serve con- 
structive good, is it not sad 
when through our errors, it 
serves the opposite? Man 
gains, if you can call it gain, 
success in his life in keeping 
with his efforts not to be con- 


trolled by the negative, limited 
aspects of yesterday. It is 
stated in many philosophies 
that all things are possible to 
he who believes. How often do 


The human ego serves a 
beautiful constructive purpose 
when the light of reason is 
in control of it. 


we ask ourself that question? 
Do we ask ourself — are all 
things to me possible? Do we 
really stop and think when we 
desire so many things, do we 
ask ourself if it’s possible — do 
we become aware of what it is 
within our mind that says it is 
not? Do we make the effort 
on the inward journey to go 
inside, to trace that thought 
pattern to its original cause? If 
we would simply do that — if 
we would say to ourself “‘all of 
my experience I know is 
taking place within my own 
head — it’s my choice. Do I 
believe that all things are 
possible? If I do believe, and I 
am not happy with this 
thought, and I am not happy 
with this experience, then let 
me change it. Let me go in the 
light of reason and common 
sense and find the cause of my 
thought and find the cause of 
my feeling, for it is mine, it’s 
taking place within my mind.” 
My friends, if we would 
simply do that often each day, 
(continued page 24) 13 


The magic mirror reveals to Ahrinziman his wife’s unfaithfulness. 


She Strange 7 


by Anita Silvani 


Continued from last issue— 

She raised her head and 
looked, not at me, but at the 
man whom she caressed, and 
I saw her face was the lovely 
face of my wife, Zuleika. But 
not as I had seen it last, soft 
and tender, and with the in- 
nocent look of a petted child. 
She wore the evil smile, she 
gave the man beside her the 
alluring tempting _ glance, 
which I had seen the first time 
I had ever beheld her image in 
the mirror in this room, and I 
shuddered as I saw it stamped 
upon her face again. 

“Who was the man?” I 
asked myself, as a _ chill 
suspicion gathered in my 
heart. ‘Who was it? His figure 
was like my own. Surely the 
mirror showed me Zuleika as 
she would receive me a few 
hours hence. That evil smile 
was not hers; it was born of 
the evil atmosphere of this 
room, which tainted all I be- 
held in it. Zuleika could never 
look like that! It was a false 
libel on her! And yet again, 
who was the man? Was it my- 
14 
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self?” 

As if in answer to me, the 
man turned his head, and I 
saw the face was not my face, 
but the King’s. 
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In my furious anger I 
dashed the mirror upon the 
ground, and stamped upon it 
with the iron-shod heels of my 
sandals, till I had ground it in- 
to a thousand pieces, crying 
out that it was a false and ly- 
ing mirror, a cheating worth- 
less reflector of the unseen 
things. And as I stormed and 
raved in my passion I seemed 
to see a phantom form rise up 
and glide along the wall to- 
wards me, and the face as it 
turned to me was the face of 
the dead Jelal-ud-din himself. 
Not the face as I had known it 
in life, but as I had known it 
in death, distorted and 
horrible. 

The low, mocking, sneer- 
ing laugh of the dead man fell 
upon my ears, and his voice 
seemed to hiss out to me ina 
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fierce whisper, ‘Wait! Wait 
and see whether my mirror 
hath lied to thee! Wait till all 
thy warm affections have 
turned to bitterness and gall! 
Till all thy bright hopes lie 
like withered leaves around 
thee! Till the most sacred 
vows to thee have been 
broken, and thy trust be- 
trayed! And thy ruined life 
shall cry aloud for vengeance, 
and in thine agony thou shalt 


call upon those powers of evil, 
whose aid thou dost now des- 
pise, for help to crush those 
who have wronged thee — 
and then say whether the 
visions Jelal-ud-din hath 
shown thee were true or false!”’ 

The phantom faded as the 
words died away like a faint 
echo, and I stood alone in the 
room, with the shattered frag- 
ments of the broken mirror 
scattered around me. 


CHAPTER XXI 


THE GATHERING OF THE STORM 


On the afternoon of the 
day on which I had gone to 
visit the house of Jelal-ud-din, 
Queen Artemisia sat alone in 
her apartments, gazing from 
the windows over the city 
which lay beyond the Palace 
walls, and musing anxiously 
over the news of a formidable 
insurrection amongst her son’s 
subjects, which had _ just 
reached her. The banished 
third son of El] Jazid, accom- 
panied by the former Vizier, 
Babadul, and the fugitive Gen- 
eral, Ben Al Zulid, had entered 
Persia, and their standard had 
already been joined by many 
who disliked or feared Queen 
Artemisia and her son. Her 
anger against me was kindled 
afresh by this news, and had it 


not been that she believed my 
presence necessary to the safe- 
ty of her son she would have 
ordered my arrest and exe- 
cution. 

“Surely,’? thought she, 
“we have wise men at the 
Court of Persia whose know- 
ledge is equal to that of this 
stranger? The secret power he 
wields is doubtless due to 
some magical art. Could I but 
discover what it is there are 
plenty of learned men in 
Parsagherd who could cast this 
spell as successful as Ahrinzi- 
man. I shall seek out this wife 
of his, and learn from her 
what secret habits, and from 
whom he hath gleaned this 
secret power. It is said that 
this is the same man who, as 
(continued page 17) 15 
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A spiration, a soul faculty, 
is the balance of the 
divine expression known as 
desire. 


c lairsentience means clear 
sensing and clear feeling. 


ivine Grace — In some 
ae _teachings Divine Grace is 
called the spiritual bank 
account. You make deposits 
into this bank through various 
thoughts and acts that you do. 
Whenever you do something 
that is not directly motivated 
by an expectation of gain for 
self, you deposit in the spiri- 
tual bank account, spiritual 
substance. When you have a 
great need and you are experi- 
encing the effect of certain 
causes that have been set into 
motion by yourself, you may 
draw upon this _ so-called 
spiritual bank account or 
Divine Grace. It will neutralize 
the effect of what you have 
set into motion. 
16 


G ift of self is the giving 
of the throne of judg- 
ment to the God that brings 
you all good. 


icense simply means to 

do what you want to do, 
when you want to do it, how 
you want to do it, without 
any concern for the effect, or 
anyone else. And when we are 
in license, we are not con- 
sidering our whole being. We 
are only considering a limited, 
momentary desire. 


R eliance is the expression of 
self-will. To dictate the 
length of time that anything 
you experience or think you 
possess shall remain with you 
is to establish the law of 
reliance, and is, therefore, a 
guarantee of the experience 
that is known as loss. 
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continued from page 15 

an unknown youth, came unto 
a magician and dwelt with him 
until both mysteriously dis- 
appeared. The clothes of the 
magician were found lying in a 
little heap, as though he had 
cast them off and there lay be- 
side them naught but a little 
black dust; the man himself 
had vanished, though whether 
he had left the earth or but 
transported himself unto an- 
other place, none of his neigh- 
bors could tell. ’Tis a strange 
story, yet methinks there are 
wondrous resemblances be- 
tween the description that was 
given me of the arts used by 
the vanished magician and the 
youth who was his pupil, and 
those which Ahrinziman doth 
practice. Could I then find 
where the master magician 
dwelt I could afford to dis- 
pense with the services of his 
pupil Ahrinziman. And I 
would like well to humble this 
proud man, who treats me, 
not as a Queen, but with al- 
most the air of an equal. He 
dislikes me even as I hate him 
—why, then, should I and my 
son be under obligations to 
his skill?” 

She rose and paced to and 
fro like a caged tigress, as she 
thought of these things, and of 
yet another and more deadly 
reason she had for hating me. 
It was but a suspicion as yet, 


but each day it assumed the 
stronger appearance of a cer- 
tainty in her own mind. There 
were times when she was 
startled by the resemblance I 
bore in gesture and in looks to 
the dead El Jazid. Those tricks 
of manner which are often 
used unconsciously, and in- 
herited from our parents, were 
very marked in me, and others 
besides the Queen had noticed 
them. Artemisia had never be- 
lieved in the story of my death 
as an infant, and the news of 
this insurrection was coupled 
with the statement that 
Ahmed, the third son of El 
Jazid, was claiming the throne 
by virtue of a decree signed by 
the King before his death, in 
which there was mention of 
the child supposed to be dead, 
but thought by El Jazid to be 
yet living. Nothing more 
definite could the Queen learn 
as yet, but it was enough to 
turn her suspicions into cer- 
tainty. 

“Oh, ye Gods!” cried she, 
passionately; ‘“‘Oh, yet Gods! 
Have I so long waited for my 
full revenge to find it in my 
hands at last? Can it be that 
this is indeed the son of that 
Greek girl who stole my hus- 
band’s love, and cast a blight 
over all my life? He doth bear 
a most wondrous resemblance 
unto the king, yet there are 
times when he looks at me 
(continued page 19) 17 
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by Andrew Jackson Davis 


QUESTIONS ON THE MARTYRDOM OF JESUS 


Can you illustrate this law 
of justice in Nature? 

Yes; I can let you into the 
idea by means of a parable. A 
mythical tradition relates that 
the earth was once inhabited 
only by twelve valiant and am- 
bitious knights; at a period 
when there was neither sun 
nor moon, and the world was 
swimming in an ether of un- 
broken blackness. One among 
the twelve, more beautiful and 
gentle than the rest, became 
the victim of their envy and 
ambition. Under pretext to 
destroy him, each challenged 
the other to combat: making 
the conditions of defeat, 
certain and immediate death 
by burning. Accordingly a 
large fire was kindled, and the 
warriors proceeded to fierce 
contentions—when, by the 
concerted force of the others, 
the most beautiful and envied 
knight was made to yield, and, 
18 


as in the case of Joseph, was 
sacrificed by his jealous breth- 
ren. He was thrown into the 
flames which quickly con- 
sumed his body, and it dis- 
appeared in the burning pile; 
but, lo! as his life was ex- 
tinguished on earth, in the 
same rapidly progressive 
manner, there came out in the 
firmament a Golden Sun — 
giving forth heat and light, 
illuminating the broad surface 
of nature, awakening birds of 
song, and unfolding flowers in 
strong places! With a wonder 
surpassing speech, the envious 
knights recognized in the face 
of the glorious sun the spirit 
of their beautiful and innocent 
brother. Beholding his trium- 
phant resurrection, they were 
mortified at their own defeat. 
Ambitious of a similar pro- 
motion, one of their number 
leaped into the fire, and experi- 
enced the tortures of burning; 
(continued page 40) 
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continued from page 17 
with her eyes, and I see again 
the glance of half wonder with 
which she regarded me ere fear 
filled her soul, and she fled in 
terror from the dagger that 
killed her. A thousand times 
have I seen her thus. She 
haunts me like a dim shadow; 
dead always, since I killed her; 
phantom-like, since she hath 
no more existence — but a 
shadow from which I cannot 
free myself; a phantom I can 
never lay to rest. And in this 
her son, for of a surety he is 
her son, I see again her face 
and El Jazid’s reflected to me. 
I might kill him any hour, but 
what is death? A momentary 
pang, and all is over; the 
victims are gone where thou 
canst reach them no more, 
while thou art left to eat out 
thine heart in a slow agony 
through the long years of thy 
life. I killed the Greek girl in 
mine angry haste; rather 
should I have killed El Jazid 
and let her live on, that I 
might make her suffer, and 
taste, as I have, all the bitter- 
ness of scorn and neglect. Fate 
would seem to have delivered 
unto me her son; and Fate 
shall help me to extract from 
him and from his ruined and 
empoisoned life the _ salve 
which can alone soothe the 
bitterness of my heart.” 

She ground her teeth and 


shook her clenched hands 
above her head in her savage 
desire, and struck her breast in 
passionate anger, as_ she 
thought over the fierce agony 
of her slighted love, and the 
scornful contemptuous 
manner of the dead king 
towards her. Well, indeed, 
would it have been for me and 
for mine had I paid more heed 
to the warning Al Zulid had 
given me, not to trust myself 
in Artemisia’s power. 

Zuleika had been in the 
Palace for a week only, and 
had not yet seen the Queen, 
when a gracious message from 
Artemisia filled her with a 
conflict of emotions in which 
gratified vanity held the largest 
share. She hastily attired her- 
self in the most gorgeous rai- 
ment she possessed, and made 
an attempt to decorate the 
apartments. She then went 
forth to receive her Royal 
visitor at the entrance to them. 

When the Queen had been 
conducted to the seat of 
honor which had hurriedly 
been arranged for her, Zuleika 
made a deep obeisance of res- 
pect, and prostrated herself at 
Artemisia’s feet with a truly 
wonderful imitation of the 
manners of the Queen’s atten- 
dants that did credit to her 
powers of mimicry. 

The Queen, who was all 
impatience to see my wife, 
(continued page 21) 19 


There must be mutual respect between medium and spirit helpers. 


A Guide to Mediumship 


and psychical unfoldment 


E. W. & M. H. Wallis 


CHAPTER V. 


PRACTICAL ADVICE TO SENSITIVES 


Continued from last issue— 

The spirit people act of 
their own volition. They are 
prompted by similar motives 
to those which actuated them 
while they were here. They 
cannot be ‘commandered’ and 
‘brought’ by you, or by those 
who sit with you. They will 
visit you if they love you, or if 
they can help you; but do not 
try to compel them. 

You may send out your 
thoughts and offer a kindly 
invitation, but if the spirits 
are otherwise engaged, if they 
have no desire to return, if 
they do not believe it possible, 
or lawful, or desirable to re- 
visit these ‘glimpses of the 
moon,’ they will not come. 
You may ‘call spirits’ from 
‘vasty deeps’ or heavenly 
plains, but depend upon it 
they will exercise their own 
judgment whether they will 
respond; and you will need to 
be on your guard, doubly on 
20 


your guard, if your indiscrim- 
inately open your psychic 
nature to visitants from the 
other side in promiscuous con- 
ditions, lest some impersona- 
ting practical joker, or even 
worse, should seize the oppor- 
tunity to amuse himself and 
strut in borrowed plumes at 
your expense. 

‘Guides.’ Another erron- 
eous idea needs to be consider- 
ed. Somehow, we cannot quite 
discover when or how it 
originated, a notion who have 
been ‘appointed’ to act as his 
‘guides,’ and that these spirits 
are in constant attendance, 
keeping watch and ward over 
him. Another version of this 
idea is presented by those who 
claim that we are each one at- 
tended by good and evil spirits 
who continually contend for 
mastery, and make us the 
battle-ground of their con- 
flict, tempting us with every 
art and wile of evil, and alluring 
(continued page 28) 
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continued from page 19 

commanded Zuleika to unveil, 
and as she drew aside the veil, 
with which in a spirit of 
coquetry she had concealed 
her features, the Queen 
uttered an exclamation of 
surprise and satisfaction, for 
she saw that Zuleika was 
indeed very beautiful. Her 
girlish loveliness had matured 
into still more perfect charms 
since her marriage. Artemisia 
signed to her to seat herself 
at her feet, and, having dis- 
missed the attendant women, 
thus addressed her: 

“IT had thought to have 
visited ere this the wife of one 
whom my son delighteth to 
honor, but the cares of state 
are many, and my time hath 
been fully occupied. Of a 
truth I must commend the 
taste of thine husband, for 
thou, _Zuleika, art lovely 
enough to have found favor in 
the eyes of any man, were he 
even the King himself.’’ She 
fixed her keen eyes upon 
Zuleika as she said this, to 
note whether she would be- 
tray any confusion at the 
mention of the King’s name, 
but Zuleika, ostensibly to ex- 
press how overwhelmed she 
was by the condescension of 
the Queen, but in reality to 
hide a tell-tale blush which 


mantled her cheeks for a brief 
moment, bowed almost to the 
ground, and spread out her 
hands in the most profound 
salaam before the Queen. 

“Your Highness does me 
too much honor,”’ said she, as 
she rose up. “I am not worthy 
of these favors which are 
showered upon me.”’ 

“Thou art doubtless a 
stranger to the ways of a 
Palace, then, yet thou hast the 
manner of those who are not 
altogether unacquainted with 
the presence of the great,” 
said the Queen, in flattering 
tones. ‘‘Whence didst thou 
come, before thou and thy 
husband dwelt in Herat?’’ 

“Nay but, your Highness, 
I know no city but Herat, 
where I lived with my Uncle 
from a child.” 

‘‘And thy husband, is he 
from Herat also?’’ 

“Ahrinziman hath been a 
traveller, most gracious Queen; 
who can say from what place 
those who travel much come?”’ 

“Truly; yet he must have 
been born somewhere. Where 
did his parents reside?”’ 

“T know not. Ahrinziman 
is one of those who have 
known little of a parent’s 
love.”’ 

(continued next issue) 
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DISCOURSE IV. 


THE NATURAL AND SPIRITUAL MAN 


Continued from last issue— 
But when man’s animal nature 
seeks to direct, and be su- 
perior to, his spiritual, all 
manner of discord and evil is 
the result. ‘‘From whence 
come wars and _ fightings 
among you?” Do they not 
arise from a predominance of 
the earthly nature? From 
whence arise envies and 
jealousies and contentions of 
all kinds, and, in short, all 
evils which affect society on 
earth? The only answer is, 
From man’s_ undeveloped 
physical nature; for man’s 
physical nature is not develop- 
ed as it should be, unless the 
spiritual is in the ascendant. 
From the discordance in 
the physical department of 
man’s nature, there have arisen 
errors or false doctrines res- 
pecting the natural moral 
22 


condition of the race. Observ- 
ing only the external mani- 
festations of the animal part 
of man’s nature—this being at 
the same time in its perverted 
state—it has been inferred that 
man’s whole nature was 
essentially corrupt and wholly 
depraved. This is an error of 
long standing. It has been 
nursed by centuries of per- 
verted wisdom. The Church, in 
the past, has incorporated it as 
the first article of her faith. 
Indeed, so extensively has 
this error been believed, that 
its effects, ever evil in their 
tendency, have filled the earth 
with false and superstitious 
fear of their best and ever- 
during Friend. This error, 
I say, has held such an un- 
disputed sway over mankind, 
that (according to the true 
adage, ‘“‘as a man thinketh so 
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is he’’) it has impressed even the 
many evils immediately con- 
nected with it, indelibly, as it 
were, upon his nature. Hence 
there is generally seen, at 
present, a perverted manifes- 
tation of human nature — and 
perverted because of doctrinal 
errors incorporated into the 
very structure of society, rather 
than from any intrinsic evil in 
man’s nature. And as mankind 
have been educated in wrong, 
the only means of effectually 
restoring man’s nature to its 
true functions, is an education 
in the right direction — in other 
words, an harmonious and 
truthful development of man’s 
whole nature. 

Man’s spirit is related to his 
physical nature, as God is to the 
universe. In the human consti- 
tution there is a distinction be- 
tween the external and internal, 


the inferior and superior, the 
physical in the order of out- 
ward existence, and the spiri- 
tual in the order of elevation 
and refinement. Nevertheless, in 
man’s whole nature there is a 
unity of sympathy, a unity of 
relation, a unity of use. Hence 
there is no discord in the truly 
natural man. There is no ap- 
petite, passion, or attribute of 
the physical nature, that may 
not be gratified in its normal or 
true wants. Every faculty of 
man is so connected with 
others, that if one is permitted 
by the Wisdom Principle to be 
abnormally or unduly exercised, 
it becomes in a measure dis- 
eased, and diseased in propor- 
tion to the excess of its exercise; 
and thereby, as a result, dis- 
order is produced in the circle 
of this faculty’s influence. 
(continued next issue) 
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Search the world over 


Centuries spend 


Seeking who you are 

When all you need to do 

Is view the goodness within you 
For that is who and what you are. 


—Beverly Houser 
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continued from page 13 

we could lay aside the philoso- 
phies of the world for they 
would not be needed—for the 
truth lies within us. The 
philosophies of the world, in- 
cluding this The Living Light 
philosophy, is simply making 
the effort to show you a way 
to go inside of yourself—for 
that’s where your freedom, 
your truth, and everything 
that is worthwhile truly exists. 
The error is when you permit 
your mind to tell you that the 
experience, the cause of the 
experience, is outside of your 
mind — that the cause is an- 
other person, a circumstance, 
a place or thing, the moment 
you do that you have lost the 
power of your own freedom, 


The philosophies of the 
world, including this The 
Living Light philosophy, 

is simply making the effort 
to show you a way to go 
inside of yourself—for 
that’s where your freedom, 
your truth, and everything 
that is worthwhile truly exists. 


your God becomes the false 
god of creation in that 
moment. Think of that, my 
friends. Think more often and 
more deeply. Whenever you 
permit your mind to blame, 
to dictate to you that you 
don’t have what you desire be- 
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cause—the word ‘‘because”’ is 
the problem—for that’s the 
first step that sends your little 
mind into the delusion of the 
past and gives your precious. 
freedom to a thought form. 

How often in the course of 
a day, how often we do that. 
We’re doing it all of the time. 
We give that precious power to 
our employers, we give it to 
our husbands, our wives, our 
relatives, our friends, our 
enemies, we give it to the 
government, we give it to 
society — we throw it away. 
The Bible teaches us ‘“‘cast not 
thy pearls before the swine’’— 
and here we cast this precious 
freedom constantly before the 
swine of the errors of thought. 
Each time we do that we go 
into bondage—fear, known in 
this philosophy as negative 
faith, becomes supreme. We 
then become the slave of this 
created master in our own 
head. 

Be not with fear for we are 
the creators of things. Fear, 
we created. We can put it to 
sleep. We can move onward in- 
to a positive attitude of mind 
for it’s such a beautiful world in 
which we live. Each time you 
tell yourself that truth, each 
and every time, that pattern of 
mind becomes stronger in 
your life, and your world gets 
more beautiful each and every 
moment. But you see, we’ve 
(continued page 41) 
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DIVINE HEALING PRAYER 


| accept that the Divine Healing Power 
Is removing all obstructions 

From my mind and body 

And is restoring me to perfect 

Health, wealth and happiness. 

My heart is filled with gratitude 

For the Divine Law of Acceptance 
That is healing both present and absent ones 
Who are in need of help. 

Peace, the power that healeth, 

Is guiding my thoughts, acts and deeds, 
As God and | go hand in hand 

Living a life of joyful abundance. 


wey 


VIEWS OF OUR HEAVENLY HOME 


continued from page 8 

useful.’’ My reply was: “Your 
computations, if nearly cor- 
rect, are useful as a means of 
enlarging men’s minds con- 
cerning the immensity of the 
next human world, ‘not built 
with hands, eternal in the 
heavens.’ ’’ And in order to 
emphasize this point, I asked 
him to favor me with some 
familiar comparision; and he 
furnished me with the follow- 
ing calculations: “The Isle is 
considerably more than two 
thousand five hundred times 
the size of Europe, or more 
than eight hundred times the 
size of Africa — over one 
thousand times the size of 
North America, or about six 
hundred times the size of Asia. 
It is a country more than 
ninetyeight thousand miles 
square, or is equal to a Circle 
over one hundred and ten 
thousand miles in diameter. 

‘*A line to measure the dia- 
meter would pass more than 
four times around the Earth, 
and this is measuring only one 
Island ‘of an unnumbered host 
that diversities the geography 
of the Summerland!’ ” 

“The above comparisons,” 
adds Mr. Loomis, ‘with 
familiar continents and with 
square and circular territory, 
are approximately correct, and 
the result of considerable care. 
I think that the dimensions of 
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Isle and Temple deduced from 
Victor Wilson’s statement is 
correct.”’ 

The flashing rivers of light 
flow out of the darkness of 
distance. They surge, with 
pulses of undying music. Far 
away they flow among the 
flower-covered lands in our 
Heavenly Home. Overhead be- 
hold the forever rolling suns, 
and the ceaselessly turning 
planets. Through the bound- 
less dome forever sweep the 
dazzling comets, enveloped in 
glowing splendors, like the 
flaming angels of God. Like a 
glorious dream arise the fra- 
grances of millions of the 
loveliest flowers. A delightful 
crystalline light, subdued by 
the shadows of overhanging 
trees, spreads everywhere from 
the bosom of the rivers. Broad 
and grand is the landscape 
on every side. Mountains filled 
with immortal  splendors; 
among them the homes of un- 
numbered Brotherhoods. Stars 
rise and set, like suns and 
moons, over very remote 
lands. Beautiful birds, bright 
representatives of affections, 
pour their music through the 
soft summer air, making even 
the sweet-breathed roses 
tremulous, and sending musi- 
cal throbbings through the 
fragrant hearts of whitest 
lilies. 

(continued next issue) 


Spiritual Healing 


How difficult for most 
minds to accept the law that 
“whatever happens to us is 
caused by us.”’ 

Through the faculty of 
peace, however, we can all 
experience healings, when we 
bow our egos to ask the spirit 
friends for help. By accepting 
an Intelligence greater than 
our mind, God will work 
through the spirit doctors and 
our guides and teachers, for 
God works through man, not 
directly to him. Tune into the 
vibratory word of peace in 
sincere prayer and do not 
dictate how we are to be 
healed. Repeat the word peace 


By Robert Toquinto* 


even if it takes a thousand 
times to still the mind. Repeat 
the word peace with your 
conscious mind and do not be 
impatient or discouraged if the 
results are not positive right 
away. The mind will rise to 
tell you that it won’t work, 
but it will work through your 
faith and the law of repetition. 
The mind is limited in its 
data for the mind computor 
can only relate to the experi- 
ences of this earth’s incarna- 
tion. By redirecting the energy 
to the thought of peace you 
are at that moment not rela- 
ting to self or the thought of I, 
but to God, for God is peace. 
La 
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continued from page 20 
us with every power and stim- 
ulus of love to our injury or 
our happiness, and that, there- 
fore, as we by our actions or 
desires give countenance or 
favor, leaning this way or that, 
one or the other triumphs in 
this conflict. Regarded as a 
poetic impersonation of the 
internal struggle which tran- 
spires in our consciousness, 
there is something suggestive 
in this pretty way of repre- 
senting the fact that we are 
not left entirely unaided to 
fight the battle of the spirit, 
and that in our hour of need, 
when we truly desire them, 
there are loving hearts and 
willing helpers on the other 
side who will respond to the 
soul’s cry for help. But when 
it is literalized and localized, 
and the figure of speech is 
mistaken for fact; when cer- 
tain spirits are supposed to be 
appointed to the life-long task 
of being our second selves on 
the spiritual plane and follow- 
ing us like spiritual Paul Pry’s, 
then the poetry loses its pretti- 
ness, and the misconstrued 
‘figure’ becomes a falsehood. 
Because in specific cases 
and for a special work certain 
spirits may have cooperated, 
and selected a_ sensitive 
through whose agency they 
have endeavored to carry out 
their plans, and teach definite 
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truths, or produce striking 
phenomena, that fact does not 
justify the supposition that 
every person who is medium- 
istic is chosen by a ‘band of 
guides’ who have no other 
occupation in life but to be in 
constant attendance upon 
him, as some people imagine; 
and not until you have re- 
ceived clear demonstrations of 
the fact should you admit, 
even to yourself, that you 
have ‘guides’ who desire to use 
you for a particular end. 

So many people with a 
‘mission,’ so many modern 
‘Messiahs’ have sprung up, that 
you should be chary of giving 
credence to statements that 
you are to become a ‘great 
medium,’ that you will have a 
remarkable career, and through 
you a ‘new reformation’ will 
be effected, etc., and so forth. 
Be content to take short views 
and keep a level head. Hold 
your judgment in suspense if 
necessary; modestly go your 
way and do the work of the 
hour, for, as the old adage has 
it, ‘the proof of the pudding is 
in the eating,’ and the proof of 
the accuracy of these and 
similar assertions will be (can 
only be) ascertained by the 
course of events; and it be- 
hooves you to walk circum- 
spectly and maintain a rational 
attitude, remembering that 
‘Rome was not build in a day.’ 
(continued next issue) 
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reason they are here. In all 
probability their means of 
progression will come from 
being reincarnated in a slightly 
higher form of earth life, and 
their experience here, which 
will be short, will give them 
the sense that there is retri- 
butive justice somewhere, al- 
though they will be apt to 
form their ideas of a God from 
their dim recollections of the 
powerful beings who reign in 
this place.”’ 

“Do you, then, hold the 
doctrine of reincarnation?” 

“Not as an absolute law 
under which all spirits must 
pass, but I do believe that in 
the experiences of many 
spirits reincarnation is a law of 
their progression. Each spirit 
or soul born into planetary life 
has spiritual guardians who 
from the celestial spheres 
superintend its welfare and 
educate the soul by such 
means as seem best to them in 
their wisdom. These spiritual 
guardians, or as some term 
them, angels, differ in their 
methods and their schools of 
thought, for there is no same- 
ness anywhere, I am taught, 
and no absolute path upon 
which all must walk alike. 
Each school of thought which 
has it counterpart, its dim im- 
perfect reflection on earth, has 
the perfected system of the 
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school and its highest teachers 
in the celestial spheres, and 
from these higher spheres their 
doctrines are handed down to 
earth through spirits in the 
intermediate spheres. The end 
all have in view is the same, 
but each maps out a different 
path by which the pilgrim 
souls shall reach it. The 
guardian angels watch over the 
soul germ during all of what 
may be termed its childhood 
and youth, which lasts from 
the moment it first sees the 
light of individual conscious- 
ness till through repeated ex- 
periences and developments it 
attains to such a degree of 
intellectual and moral con- 
sciousness that it stands upon 
the same level as its spiritual 
guardians, and then it in turn 
becomes the spiritual guradian 
of some new-born soul. I have 
also been taught that the soul 
germ in its first stage is only 
like a seed, like, in fact, any 
other seed in the minuteness 
of its size and powers. It is, in 
fact, a spark of the Divine 
Essence containing in itself all 
that will constitute the per- 
fected human soul. Of its very 
essence it is immortal and in- 
destructible, because it is seed 
from that which is Immortal 
and Indestructible. But as a 
seed has to be sown into the 
darkness and degradation of 
the material earth in order 
(continued page 32) 


Serenity 


We have come to under- 
stand that one of our greatest 
downfalls is our rejection of 
God’s right of infinite expres- 
sion. Through errors of ignor- 
ance of our uneducated egos, 
we judge that we do not care 
for particular people, attitudes 
and situations. Since God 
sustains all of life with ab- 
solutely no exceptions, we are 
declaring ourselves greater 
than God when we accept 
only some of His expression 
and reject others. 

“Acceptance is the Divine 
Will.”? When we reject another, 
it is indicative that in that 
level of consciousness God 


Students 


by Sandy Haeberle* 


does not exist for us. Since 
“outer manifestations are 
revelations of inner attitudes 
of mind,” we are in truth re- 
jecting levels of mind inside 
of us. A great deal of distur- 
bance in the world would be 
eliminated if we could pause 
and ask ourselves what it is 
inside of us that we cannot 
tolerate. 

Once we make the effort 
to understand ourselves, our 
true motives, and forgive our 
own levels of jealousy, envy, 
and greed, we can begin to 
accept all of God’s expression 
and to “‘love all life and know 
the Light.” Oo 


TODAY 


O God, may I walk with Thee 
In the Light along the path of wisdom 
May I never falter on the way 


But O God, for now 


Just help me through today. 


—Beverly Houser 
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that it may germinate, so has 
the soul seed to be sown into 
the corruptions of matter, first 
in its lower and then in its 
higher forms. Each animal is 
itself the type of a soul-seed, 
the human type being the 
highest of all, and each seed 
will in turn develop to the 
highest degree possible for it 
through successive spheres and 
experiences. Some schools of 
thought hold that the soul will 
progress more rapidly if it is 
again and again returned to 
material life to be born anew, 
in a fresh form each time, and 
to live over again the experi- 
ences it has missed, or to ex- 
piate in the mortal form the 
wrongs done in a former in- 
carnation. The spiritual 
children of this school of 
thought will indeed be thus 
returned to earth again, and 
for them each new lesson will 
have to be worked out in an 
earthly life. 

“But it does not follow 
that this experience will be the 
lot of all spirits. There are 
other schools who maintain 
that the spirit spheres contain 
means for the education of the 
soul quite as useful and ex- 
peditious; and with the spiri- 
tual children committed to 
their charge the totally differ- 
ent course of sending them to 
gather experience in the lower 
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spheres rather than to earth, 
will be pursued. They will be 
made to live over in memory 
their past earth life and to ex- 
piate in the spirit the wrongs 
done in their earthly exis- 
tences. As each soul differs in 
its character or individuality, 
so each must be trained by a 
different method, else would 
all resemble each other so 
exactly that a monotonous 
sameness would result and 
there would be none of that 
variety and contrast which 
give a charm to earthly life, 
and I believe will still continue 
to do so in the celestial 
spheres. 

“I have ever been taught, 
therefore, to avoid trying to 
find a general rule applicable 
to all spirits upon the experi- 
ences of any one community 
of spirits with which I may 
come in contact. Even in the 
visit we shall pay to this 
sphere we shall only be able 
to see a part, a fractional part, 
of this immense sphere of evil 
spirits, yet we shall traverse an 
extent of space far greater 
than if you had traveled over 
the whole of the little planet 
Earth from which we both 
have come. In the spirit world 
like draws to like by a univer- 
sal law, and those of entirely 
opposite natures repel each 
other so entirely that they can 
never mingle or even touch the 
(continued page 34) 
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To send a helpful thought of joy and light to those you love 
who have passed to the higher life, list their names in this column. 
Donation of one dollar per name is requested. 
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circle in which each dwells. 
Thus in our wanderings we 
shall only visit those with 


whom either from nationality 
or temperament we have some 
germ of feelings, however 
slight, in common.“ 


CHAPTER XX. 


THE IMPERIAL CITY 


We were now traversing a 
wide causeway of black 
marble, on either side of 
which were deep, dark chasms 
of which it was impossible to 
see the bottom from the great 
clouds of heavy vapor that 
hung over them. Passing and 
repassing us upon this highway 
were a great many dark spirits, 
some bearing great heavy loads 
upon their backs, others al- 
most crawling along on all 
fours like beasts. Great gangs 
of slaves passed us, wearing 
heavy iron collars on their 
necks and linked together by 
a heavy chain. They were 
coming from the second or 
inner gate of what was 
evidently a large fortified city 
whose dark buildings loomed 
through the dense masses of 
dark fog in front of us. The 
causeway, the style of build- 
ings, and the appearance of 
many of the spirits made me 
feel as though we were enter- 
ing some ancient fortified city 
of the old Roman Empire, 
only here everything gave one 
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the sense of being foul and 
horrible, in spite of the fine 
architecture and the magnif- 
icent buildings whose out- 
lines we could dimly trace. 
The second gateway was finer 
in appearance than the first, 
and the gates being open we 
passed in with the stream of 
spirits hurrying through it, and 
as before we seemed to pass 
unseen. 

“You will perceive,” said 
Faithful Friend, ‘‘that here 
there is a life in no way differ- 
ent from the earthly life of 
such a city at the time when 
the one of which this is the 
spiritual reflection, was in the 
full zenith of its power, and 
when the particles of which 
this is formed were thrown off 
from its material life and 
drawn down by the force of 
attraction to form this city 
and these buildings, fit dwell- 
ings for its spiritual inhabi- 
tants;.and you will see in the 
more modern appearance of 
many of the buildings and 
inhabitants how it has been 
(continued page 36) 
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Children’s Corner 


Whenever I feel afraid from 
the little me, I take a breather 
and my little me goes away. 
When I say the healing prayer 
I feel much more better. 
Michael Field, Age 8 


Peace is nice. I like to be at 
peace. But sometimes the 
little me gets in the way. But 
sometimes you can get a hold 
of it. 

Lisa Toquinto, Age 9 


Today at chirch I saw tree 
quorbrs (quarters) I wanted 
to take the quorbrs but the 
vors (voice) seed Don’t God 
dus’t want you to. 


Alisa, Age 6 


Everything that happens to us 
is caused by us. If you hit 
someone then you should ex- 
pect to be hit by someone. 
Jaye Chillas, Age 13 


If you give and then expect 
something back, you are not 
truly giving. If you give and 
you reliese it you are truley 
giving. 

Jon Chillas, Age 12 


Serenity was a lot differnt 
than I thout it was going to 
be. I thout ther was going to 
be more people. 

Patrice Marie Karlsen, Age 9 


In keeping with Serenity’s policy to encourage expression by all its students, 


this column contains the unedited articles submitted by the children 
attending our children’s philosophy classes.—Editor 
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added to from time to time by 
the same process which is 
going on continuously. You 
will notice that most of the 
spirits here fancy themselves 
still in the earthly counterpart 
and wonder why all looks so 
dark and foul and dingy. In 
like manner this same city has 
its spiritual prototype in the 
higher spheres to which all 
that was fair and good and 
noble in its life has been at- 
tracted, and where those 
spirits who were good and true 
have gone to dwell; for in the 
lives of cities as of men the 
spiritual emanations are at- 
tracted upwards or downwards 
according as there is good or 
evil in the deeds done in them. 
And as the deeds done in this 
city have in evil far exceeded 
those which were good, so this 
city is far larger, far more 
thickly peopled in this sphere 
than in those above. In the 
ages to come when the spirits 
who are here now shall have 
progressed, that heavenly 
counterpart will be fully 
finished and fully peopled, 
and then will this place we 
gaze at now have crumbled 
into dust — faded from this 
sphere.”’ 

We were now in a narrow 
street, such as it must have 


36 


been in the earthly city, anda 
short distance farther brought 
us into a large square sur- 
rounded with magnificient 
palaces, while before us tower- 
ed one more splendid in design 
than all the others. A great 
wide flight of marble steps led 
up to its massive portico, and 
looming through the dark 
cloudy atmosphere we could 
trace its many wings and 
buildings. All was truly on a 
magnificent scale, yet all to 
my eyes appeared dark, stain- 
ed with great splashes of 
blood, and covered with slimy 
fungus growth which  dis- 
figured the magnificence and 
hung in great repulsive-looking 
festoons, like twisted snakes, 
from all the pillars and cope- 
stones of the buildings. Black 
slimy mud oozed up through 
the crevices of the marble 
pavement, as though the city 
floated upon a foul swamp, 
and noisome vapors curled up 
from the ground and floated 
above and around us in fan- 
tastic and horrible smoke 
wreaths like the huge phan- 
toms of past crimes. Every- 
where were dark spirits craw- 
ling across the great square 
and in and out of the palace 
doors, driven onward by other 
stronger dark spirits with 
lash or spear. 

(continued next issue) 


The thoughts you entertain now build your next condition. 


She Blue Island 


EXPERIENCES OF A NEW ARRIVAL BEYOND THE VEIL 


Communicated by W. T. Stead 
Recorded by Pardoe Woodman & Estelle Stead 


CHAPTER VIII. 


THE REALITY OF THOUGHT COMMUNICATION 


Continued from last issue— 

When we are here our 
minds work in the same 
manner, they obey the same 
rules, and the presence or 
absence of body does not 
hinder our thinking powers, 
and consequently there is no 
difficulty in coming into 
touch with some of our people 
left behind and being in close 
touch with them, influencing 
them greatly; although many 
of them are unconscious of it. 
I want you to think of this 
and to realize that your own 
people can come to you, that 
thought is all-powerful, and 
that you can build up or 
destroy, help or hinder, draw 


near you, or drive away from 
you the people incarnate and 
discarnate, who were and who 
are so dear to each of you by 
this power of thought. 

Thought communication is 
the closest link between the 
two worlds, but it must be 
well ordered and well trained 
brain action. You must not 
imagine that every idea which 
enters your mind is put there 
by a spirit person; it is not so 
at all, but at the same time, if 
you train your mind in the 
way an athlete trains his body, 
you can then ask for and re- 
ceive great knowledge and 
much help, both spiritual and 
material. 


CHAPTER IX — POINTS 


A subject of this importance 
and interest is full of 


queries. Each one has his own 
questions to put, and each 
(continued page 42) 37 


FABLES tor young and ota 


THE WIND & THE SUN 


The North-wind and the 
Sun once had an argument as 
to which had the more power. 
They were squabbling back 
and forth with words, words, 
words when an unlucky man 
happened to walk along on 
the road beneath them. 

“All right,” said the North- 
wind, ‘‘here’s a chance to 
prove who’s right. I'll bet you 
I can take that man’s coat off 
more quickly than you can.” 

“That’s a bet,” said the 
Sun, “‘you try first.” 

The North-wind blew an 
icy puff at the man and nearly 
froze him, so he clutched his 
coat closer around him. Then 
the North-wind got angry and 
puffed, blew and blasted away 
so hard he even brought icy 


NEWS & VIEWS 

continued from page 12 

they had to believe in them- 
selves. Our ‘‘yellow brick road”’ 
also presents us with all the 
experiences we need to grow 
spiritually. The message in this 
movie is that our purpose in 
life is to believe in ourselves, 
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showers down on the miser- 
able man, whose teeth rattled 
with the cold. 

Naturally the poor fellow 
hugged his thin little coat all 
the tighter and the North-wind 
had to give up. 

“Now, it’s my turn,” said 
the Sun. ‘J’7ll do it the easy 
way.” 

He came out from behind 
a cloud and started to shine 
with all the heat he could. 

After a short while the 
man was so warm he had to 
take off his coat and go sit in 
the shade of some trees. So 
the Sun won the bet. 


The Point: It is easier to 
influence people through kind- 
ness than through force. 


for all we need in life we 
already have — our home, our 
minds, our hearts, and our 
courage. All we need to do is 
be willing to use them for 
what is right and good. 

O 
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continued from page 18 

but as his head disappeared in 
the flames, the remaining ten 
beheld the appearance of a 
pale and sickly moon whose 
comparative insignificance de- 
terred them from _ further 
search after glory in that 
direction. 

What truth does this fable 
illustrate? 

This fable typifies a sub- 
lime truth; it bodies forth the 
destiny of two classes. He who 
aspires to the martyr’s crown 
of thorns, to the end that he 
may be famous and popular in 
history, becomes but a pale 
satellite in the firmament of 
Justice; while, on the con- 
trary, he who, forgetful of 
self, dies by the hand of vio- 
lence to vindicate what he 
considered to be a great Prin- 
ciple, comes out like a golden 
Orb in the starry dome which 
overarches the temple of Hu- 
manity. 

Is there a principle of 
distributive justice in the af- 
fairs of the world? 

There is an_ irresistible 
Gulf Stream of distributive 
justice, with ebbless tide, 
palpitating with deific energy, 
setting straight through the 
Ocean of human life, which 
compels a benefited posterity 
to crown with glory the Man 
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who suffered martyrdom by 
mistaken ancestors. Children 
bless what fathers curse. And 
the martyr awakes, Phoenix- 
like, from his ashes, and soars 
o’er the fields of former 
persecution, unmolested ever- 
more and cheered with songs 


of praise. 


“Thus the world goes 
round and round, 

And the genial seasons 
run — 

And ever the truth comes 
uppermost, 

And ever is justice done!” 


What are your impressions 
concerning the infallibility and 
standardship of the Old and 
New Testaments? 

It should go abroad, that 
this (the Harmonial) platform, 
so long as I have anything to 
do with it, is free, in the largest 
possible acceptation of the 
word, to every person of good- 
ness of motive, himself being 
the judge, to controvert or 
correct any position which 
may be taken. It is to be 
understood, therefore, that I 
am always in a condition o 
mind to be taught. I welcome 
all persons who differ from me 
in regard to the Scriptures. 
Let us all seek the path of 
rectitude and righteousness. 
(continued next issue) 


A WORKING PHILOSOPHY 


continued from page 24 

got to tell ourself those simple 
truths so often because we 
have told ourself the opposite 
for so many years. 


Whenever you permit your 
mind to blame, to dictate 
to you that you don’t have 
what you desire because 
—the word “‘because’’ is the 
problem—for that’s the first 
step that sends your little 
mind into the delusion of the 
past and gives your precious 
freedom to a thought form. 


Life, the after we leave 
this physical world, it’s not 
heaven, it’s not beautiful, it’s 
not even hell unless that’s 
what you have this moment. 
The moment you leave this 
world you won’t find heaven 
unless you have heaven now. 
And you won’t find hell un- 
less you have hell now. For 
your mind will not go through 
some miraculous change; it 
doesn’t work that way, I can 
assure you from personal ex- 
perience. If your thoughts are 
heavenly today then you are 
in heaven and life is beautiful, 
and if you leave your physical 
bodies this moment, that’s 
where you will be, for our 
world is ever as we are within. 
If our world within is filled 
with judgment, if our world 
within is filled with fear, then 


that is the world that we are 
in. Those are the type of 
people we will attract unto us, 
for like attracts like and be- 
comes the law of attachment. 
We won’t attract anything 
different until we make the 
difference by a little change 
inside ourself. 


The moment you leave 
this world you won't 
find heaven unless you 
have heaven now. And 
you won't find hell unless 
you have hell now. 


What have we truly to 
fear? We only fear what we 
don’t understand. And we 
don’t understand what we 
make no effort to understand. 
So if you want to be free from 
fear, then make some effort to 
understand — to understand 
how your mind works, to 
understand the way of things, 
to understand the purpose and 
the principle of life—for the 
truth is ever available to you. 
The truth is inside of you. The 
religions and philosophies of 
the world are designed to help 
guide yourself back inside of 
yourself. We’ve only lost the 
way when we think that the 
cause of anything in our life is 
outside. If you want to speak 
of lost souls, those are the 
only lost ones that I have ever 
found—the ones you blame 
(continued page 43) 41 


THE BLUE ISLAND 


continued from page 37 

brings what he considers a 
hitherto unnoticed point. I 
want, if possible, to answer a 
few of these constantly re- 
curring queries now. I had 
many put to me during my in- 
vestigations whilst on earth, 
and some of them I can 
answer at last. I want you first 
to realize that by the change 
of death you do not become 
part of the Godhead im- 
mediately. The mysteries of 
life are not revealed to you as 
a kind of welcoming gift on 
your arrival here. You must 
not think that I, or any, have 
full knowledge on all subjects, 
profound and trivial, the mo- 
ment we come to spirit life 
. .. . I cannot tell you when 
your grandson will next re- 
quire new shoes... . nor can I 
tell you the settlement of the 
Irish question. I can only see a 
little farther than you, and I 
do not by any means possess 
the key to the door of All 
Knowledge and All Truth. 
That, we have each to work 
for . . . and as we pass through 
one door we find another in 
front of us to be unlocked .. . 
and another, and another. 

But, on the other hand, 
remember that I do know 
considerably more than you 
do, because I am in more in- 
timate touch with the Main 
Source of knowledge, and I 
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have passed through an experi- 
ence which is still ahead of 
you all. 

I should like first to speak 
about the word “conditions” 
and its true meaning. It is a 
word which is grossly mis- 
applied in all forms of psychic 
work. It is given as a reason 
for this or that failure — fora 
success — for any peculiarity 
in result, and it is looked upon 
as necessary in any apartment 
in which a meeting is to be 
held. Rightly and wrongly — 
usually wrongly. The main 
factor or essential in obtain- 
ing good results lies in the 
condition of the sitter’s mind 
more than in the room he is 
in. The mental attitude and 
the physical state of the sitter 
is of very much more im- 
portance than the presence of 
draped windows, thick 
carpets, exotic perfumes, etc. 
etc., it is the method of 
mental approach which 
matters chiefly. That is a 
feature often overlooked by 
even first grade sensitives.... 
Certain ‘extras’ if rightly 
used and properly directed 
round the apartment, such as a 
cheerful face, pleasant flowers, 
laughter and brightness, these 
are all quite useful assets, but 
they are not the essentials. 

Some people always try to 
reduce to ridicule communi- 
cation with the next world, 
(continued page 44) 
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continued from page 41 
outside for what is going on 
inside. 


The Bible teaches us ‘‘cast 
not thy pearls before the 
swine’’ — and here we cast 
this precious freedom 
constantly before the swine 
of the errors of thought. 


Let us remember that out- 
ward manifestations are revela- 


> humor is the salvation of the soul 


tions of inner attitudes of 
mind. let us grow in this 
moment. Let us grow up. We 
don’t need a mommy and a 
daddy to blame our experi- 
ences on. We are adults. Let us 
face personal responsibility. 
Then we can see what a great 
life this truly is. There’s 
nothing outside that you ever 
need unless you believe that 
error of thought. 

Oo 


+ 


The way some people look for faults, you’d think there was a 


reward. 


—Western Livestock 


The Living Light Philosophy: What we cannot tolerate in another, 


SERENITY EVENTS 


DINNER PARTY: February 17, 1979 at 6:30 p.m. 


All members and friends of Serenity are especially invited to 
attend the annual BIRTHDAY PARTY on February 17 at the 
American Legion Log Cabin. The social hour begins at 6:30 p.m. 
A wonderful menu of old favorites has been planned. 


BAKE SALE: February 24, 1979 — all day 


The next monthly bake sale will be held on Saturday, 
February 24 at the Strawberrry Town & Country Shopping 
Center. Your donations of baked goods and your patronage will be 


most appreciated. 
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THE BLUE ISLAND 


continued from page 42 

one of the greatest of God’s 
blessings to mankind, and 
complain of what they con- 
sider to be the senseless con- 
ditions ruling at a _ seance. 
Many of these conditions, as I 
have said, are meaningless and 
sometimes a hindrance, but at 
the same time others are 
necessary according to the 
kind of communication sought 
after. 

To make my point, I must 
recall to you how conditions 
govern everything, and so 
much does everything depend 
upon given suitable condit- 
tions, that people do not even 
notice that this is so. The 
simplest and perhaps the most 
useful example of this, is in 
making a pot of tea. You must 
have the tea in a certain con- 
dition, you must have the 
water in a certain condition — 
if you do not, you get poor 
results. Your flowers — you 
have your seeds in a certain 
condition of dryness and you 
put them to earth when the 
climate is in a certain condi- 
tion, according to time of 
year, and, once planted, you 
tend your plants, flowers, 
trees, everything according to 
the conditions they demand. 


We demand conditions. 
Why should you think that 
this great scientific work can 
be governed, mastered by 
inexperienced hands at any . 
take-it-or-leave-it moment? 
You cannot reasonably expect 
it, and if you do you won’t get 
it! Conditions govern earth 
and all forms of life on it, 
from an earlier state than that 
when consciousness begins — 
but I tell you many of the 
conditions demanded by in- 
telligent workers in this sub- 
ject are futile, and worse — 
harmful. You cannot achieve 
success in anything, or along 
any line, by directing your 
force in opposition to your in- 
telligence. A vast number do, 
in this subject, and that is why 
there is so much failure. You 
may as well try to take a 
photograph without putting 
any film into the camera and, 
because you get no result, say 
the whole thing is impossible 
and fraudulent. You must 
have conditions in order to 
secure success in any and 
everything. It is due to lack of 
these ncessary conditions that 
we fail sometimes to influence 
a person to do or not to doa 
certain act. 

(continued next issue) 


If man has need, it’s for greater understanding, not things. 
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—The Wise One 


